CAIENDAR2017

Dates to remember...

TERM 1 DATES: Wednesday 01
Februaryg Friday 31 March

DIVISIONAL SWIMMING:
(Selected students)
Wednesday 8 March

WHOLE SCHOOL COLOUR:RUN
Friday 10 March

LABOR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY:
(No students required at school)
Monday 13 March

REGIONAL SWIMMING:
(Selected students)
Friday 17 March

GNPA FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT:
Friday 24 March

DISTRICT TENNIS
(Selected students)
Monday Z March

Grade 3/4AWRITERS EXPO
Tuesdawarch 28 2.45¢ 3.15pm

DISMISSAL for TERM 1:
Thursday30 March at 3.30pm

CURRICULUM DAYid FINAL DAY OF

TERM 1
(No students required at school)
Friday 31 March

YEARS/6 CAMP:
Wednesday 26 Aprg Friday 28 April

Excellence:

Highexpectations of the whole school

community
Respect:
For self and others
Resilience:

Engaging in challenges and learning from

mistakes
Integrity:

Choosing a course of action that contributes tc

the greater good
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Assistant Principal Position

Cory Pearce will be continuing his secondment to the Regional office for 12
months. We wish Cory well in this position. He reports that he is learning a
lot and although he misses Ferntree Gully North, he is enjoying his new
challenges. Priscilla Salter has been doing an excellent job as Acting
Assistant Principal and will continue in this role.

Working Bee

Our working bee was held on Saturday with a great turn out. The school
has really benefited from the general work done on Saturday. There was a
lot of tidying up needed after the holidays. We would like to thank all
families and staff for their help. Thank you also to Fiona Van Heeswyk, our
Buildings and Grounds coordinator for organising the team.

School Council Elections

Thank you to all parents and guardians who voted during the School
Council ballot. The successful nominees taking up School Council positions
in 2017 are Justine Jansz, Pearl McMaster, Danelle Shuttleworth and Adam
Swanwick. Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday 15
March at 7pm followed by the first meeting of our new council. We are very
fortunate to have a number of parents who have given up their time to
contribute to our school.

Student/parent/Teacher Interviews

Interviews were held on Wednesday 1%. Students, parents and teachers
were able to work to set goals for the first half of the year and enable
parents to share any information regarding their children. Thank you for
coming and donoét forget we have
communicate with teachers. Please speak to your classroom teacher if you
have any concerns.

Movie night
Movie night is fast approaching. Make sure you book your
tickets. OMi nions6 will be

booking form, you can pick one up at the office. Book
early to be in the running for the VIP experience.

Parking

Just a reminder that our students, your children, are very precious. Please
make sure that you park appropriately near the school and
model good road safety practices. We need to protect our
children and teach good road safety habits. In line with this
all classes will have a road safety session this week. Thank
you to Jess Cichowicz for organising these sessions.
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AManaging Childrenb6s Worrieso Seminar

Children worry about many different things. Learning to cope with their anxiety, stress and fear can be really
difficult indeed, not only for them, but for also for the parents and family. We will be running a seminar,
6Managing Childrendés Worrf.esd on Wednesday March 22

Developing an understanding of anxiety and learning some skills to manage it can make a significant
difference to a family and can help empower children to have a sense of control in handling their own worries.

The Anxiety Recovery Centre of Victoria (ARCVic), a specialist state-wide mental health organization, is
passionate about supporting and educating parents so that they feel able to help their children.

Join our relaxed and informative seminar which includes:

Understanding anxiety and normal childhood development
Different types of anxiety

The signs and symptoms for you and your children

Management methods and strategies for you and your children
Relaxation techniques with tips on building resilience

Where to go for more information and help and take home material

E R I I

Keep the night free and confirmation of time will come home on a flyer. If you have any queries, please direct
them to Mrs Salter.
Have a great week,

Sue Dean and Priscilla Salter
Principal and Assistant Principal

I
I
i For those families with a Health Care Card, you are entitled to receive the CSEF monies which are i
: $125 per primary school child. This can be used for Camps, sport events or excursions. Please :
: find a CSEF application form in this newsletter, or drop in to the office to collect a hard copy. :
| IMPORTANT: PLEASE NOTE: |
I All families with a Health C are Card MUST APPLY IN 2017 by June 30 to receive the funding for !
I this year. It DOES NOT carry over from previous years. I

COLOUR RUN SPECTATORS:

Dear parents: all those wishing to come and view the Colour Run this
Friday please make your way to the Oval and gather in the centre.
The children will be doing the Colour Run around the perimet er of the
oval so you will get the best view from here.

111 Forest Road, Ferntree Gully 3156. P. 9758 1662 E. Ferntree.gully.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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7. " STUDENSOF THE WEEK

o

S Congratulations to the following students wheceived Student of the Week:
48 (Ending Friday3® March 2017)

Class Student Reason
5/6S For making strong choices about his learning this weeksking
Harry D - .
Mr Sutherland clarifying questions
5/60 For persevering with her maths homework even when she was havin
< x Dallas J -

aAaa hQ. difficulty
5/6K For being a kind and positive role model to his Prep/1 buddy during

) , Ryan M .
Miss Kabris computer time
S/6F Charlie H For her persistence with solving Maths problems this week
Mrs Fellows
3/4S For working so hard on his Haunted House story and sharing it with {

Peter P
Mrs Sutherland grade
3/4R : , , . . :
Mrs Scanlon Shaun B For using his reading strategies so effectively wegsk
3/430 . .| BrodieJaye S For h_avmg a great attitude in class and making great choices in his
aa hQbSA learning
3/4C Dvlan McM For working really hard on his narrative this week and being a fantas
MissCichowicz y role model for all students in owlass
3/4A Avla R For recording very interesting information when she interviewed som
Mrs Alenson y the residents at Glengollan
1/2Z . . . o . . .
Miss Zebisch Milly S For using her investigation time so productively to work on Maths ski
1/2W By suggesting to his class they work with new people to practice doir
, JacksorM .
Mrs Wilson our best no matter who we work with
1/2M Tillv D For working hard to complete all tasks in class to the best of her abili
Miss McGrath y Well done!
1/2K Forconsistently making strong choices in all areas of his learning. K¢
. Cooper C
Ms Keltie up the great work Coop!
1/21 . .
I

Ms Iverach Jack G For being responsible and helpful. Well done!
Prep/1B : . .

: Ben S For working so hard to achieve his personal bé&sep up the hard work
Miss Brown
PrepL Caleb H C2NJ 62NJAYy3I KENR Fa GKS NBLRNI S
Miss Locking
Prep G Jack O For showing good organisational skills with your belongings
Miss Gonzales
Prep F : : . , . I
Mrs Flanagan Hamish Mct Forbeing brave and trying new things during Investigations
ART Taj W For making lots of different lines in Art
Mrs Denman
PE Jack B and Mark . . g .
Ms Atkinson C For being responsible and filling in at Sports borrowing. Thank you.

WANTED : If you have any spare L
care to donate please bring them up to the Office.

ego blocks, any size and colour that
Thank you!

you would ‘

-
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ICAS ICAS *IT
TOOLKIT

LETTER FROM SCHOOL TO PARENT — PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear [Parents/Guardians],

In our rapidly changing world, it is becoming more and more important for our children to develop
strong skills as they progress through their education. While our curriculum-based assessments
test a student’s ability to recall what they have learned in a variety of subject areas, we think it's
important to do more than that, particularly in the foundation years of schooling.

Therefore, Ferntree Gully North will be implementing ICAS, a comprehensive skills-based program
that assesses higher order thinking and problem-solving skills. We believe ICAS will give us deep
insight into our students’ true capabilities and help us plan more effectively for their future years at
school.

HOW ICAS IS DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER ASSESSMENTS YOUR CHILD WILL TAKE:
1. ICAS can tell us whether students really understand what they are being taught.

2. ICAS can help us discover student talents and student weaknesses that don't always get
picked up by the curriculum testing framework.

3. ICAS will not add extra workload to a student's study or homework regime because ICAS is
an assessment they can't study for. It evaluates thinking and problem-sclving ability, not
memory.

4. ICAS's diagnostic reports will give all of us (teachers and parents) far more insight into your
child's strengths and weaknesses. At school, we can act on that by tailering our teaching
and leamning programs; at home, you will know where to direct more encouragement

5. ICAS will also give us an external benchmark we can rely on to ensure our school is
keeping pace with national and international standards—ICAS is the most comprehensive
international assessment program, with schools in over 20 countries participating every
year.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

If you would like your child to participate, please complete the permission slip and return it, with
payment to the school no later than 17/03/17. PLEASE NOTE LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.

Kind regards
Priscilla Salter

& UNSWClobal

5 0 LNGW Gaot Py Lavted, & wodd @ cke In B9 At b c | A AN 0ALASR] S0 BnTert (woviced 360 3 wivsh
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2017 ICAS Permission Form

Please return this form with your payment, to your school no later than 17/03/17

I give permission for my child, of

iwd's naime

to participate in the following 2017 ICAS assessments

Please select the subjects you would like your child to participate in

Subject/Paper i 5;:;:"— ‘ offici:Sim‘ng Date i PanI;:Ipauon Fee (incl. GST) :’E_n:!:ispd |
\
Writing I 72—16 June 2017 o —818 70 = =fF =
Spelling 14 June 2017 T $12.10
English 1 A;‘gusl 2017 $6.80
Mathematics 15 August 2017 &8.80
' | TOT;AL

Students must 5& on the offclal sting date for sach subject fo be eligiie for UNSW medals

Please find enclosed for payment of the total fee

Name of Parent/Guardian 2 E Date

Signature of Parent/Guardian

DRUM
LESSONS

NOW AVAILABLE

At school or after school

Contact Dave for more information

B2 david@ruberto.info

DR
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March 2017

Upcoming Events

+ Wednesday 8% March
School banking

+ TBA
GHPA AGM Meeting
9:05%am
{Canteen Annex )
Hew members welcome

+ Friday 10™" March
Colour run

Friday 24™ March
Movie Night
Fundraiser

Family Hight! Come
along early for
dinner, find a perfect
spot on the green and
see a family film
starting at 7.40pm.
Tickets are available
now. Ticket prices
are 522 per family,
Inc. 2 adults and 2
children. Additional

Movie night

Important information

%+ Tickets will still be available on the might.
Adults - $8, Children $5, Children 3 and under are
free.

% 6.30pm for our BBQ and 7.40pm for the
movie.
Movie will start at 8pm sharp.

% Don’t forget to bring vour own Picnic blanket

and chairs and enjoy our outdoors experience
as you relax on the green. As the sun goes
down, Minions will light up the GIANT 9m x
Jm screen complete with stereo sound.

%+ BBQ Sausages. Popcorn. soft dnnks, Juice
boxes, Choc tops. bottled water. and a healthy
snack alternative will be available for purchase

from 6.30pm onwards. We also have an ice-
cream van with Donuts and chips and soft
serve available. Coffees will also be available

from our coffee van.

tickets will be

available at a low Movie night - Volunteers Slip

price only 52 per Mame:
child. Student and Class:

Contact Phone/email:
Availability (circle): . Set up from 5pm,

5tall helpers from 6. 30pm-8pm

111 Forest Road, Ferntree Gully 3156. P. 9758 1662 E. Ferntree.gully.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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GNPA Newsletter

GNPA Committee 2017

* President - Nat Harvey
e Vice President - Pearl McMaster
e Secretary - Catherine Nauta
* Treasurer - Jo Jones
* General - Members as noted

We had an amazing turn out on Monday for our AGM where
all positions were open and nominations were taken. Thank
you to the parents who attended and for all nominations.
Above is our new committee for 2017.

We are still looking for more general members to
participate, so why not come along? We would love to see
some more new faces and really love more opinions about
things that will help our school become the best it can be.

Reusable Lunch
order bags

Thank you to those
Jamilies who purchased
a bag. Orders have now

been delivered...We
made $104 which will go
towards the GNPA free
BBQs later in the year

111 Forest Road, Ferntree Gully 3156. P. 9758 1662 E. Ferntree.gully.north.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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GNPA Newsletter

Colour Run This Week

PE Department and GNPA are holding an inaugural Colour run

Friday 10th March

Please remember to send your children to school
wearing a white T-shirt for Friday, plus old clothing
including older shoes and a change of clothing if you
wish your children to change after the run.

We have had an outstanding amount of parents volunteers to help
with this event. It is so great to see everyone wanting to be involved
in the school community: thank you!

Working with Children Card
We know not all parents can aftend our meetings and many parents ask,
*What can we do?’
We love volunteers and we would like fo encourage as many people as possible to get a
Working With Children Card.

Thev can be completed online and are free for volunteers.
hitps://onlne justice vic.gov.anwweoon/'onlneapplicaion doy

EARD OF 1D By Erant Parker & Johnny Hart
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information.

Visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

The 2017Premiers' Reading Challengean be accessed once your child is registered.
Registration forms are available soon with the newsletter.

7KH 3UHPLHUVY 5HDGLQJ &KDOOHQJH HQFRXUDJHV FKLOGUHQ W
UHFRUG WKHLU HIITRUWY RQOLQH ,WfV D JUHDW ZD\ WR JHW \R
and pushing themselves to read as many bookegsctn.

Take the Cha||eng§ead great books thgouchoose from the booklists and others of interest.

Meeting the Challenge:

Prep *Year 2 30 books 20 or more

Year 3 xYear 9 15 books 10 or more

Challenge Classroom Helpers

As it takes time to entehe students into the Chethge data base, on the website,veed one parent
classroom helper for each class. Training will be available (TBAgiccomputer skills are required.

Helping would involve maybe 1 hour per week, in a time that suits you (and in consultation with the

grade teacher)Xou will need to have acurreqi: RUNLQJ ZLWK FKLOGUHQY FKHFEN )L
can help.

ALK KKK KL K KKK

20179LFWRULDQ 3UHPLHUYTV 5HD GHdpér BdtinationHQrh H

| would be interested in being a Grade Challenge helper, for the grade listed below:

3DUHQWYV )Rrd® 1DPH

3 D U H Q WTide Hhéne Contact /

SDUHQWYYVY HPDLO &RQWDFW

PREFERRED GRADE: NAME OF CHILD:

In the meantime, have a look at the websitg://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/prc

Wendy Barr
(Literacy Intervention Teacher)
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